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Lizu language 


Lizu (Chinese: f™ M , M : /k , a M ; Western Ersu) is a Qiangic 
language spoken in western Sichuan, China. There are 4,000 
speakers according to Sun (1982), and 7,000 speakers according to 
Chirkova (2008). Muli, where Lizu is spoken, is a multi-ethnic and 
multi-lingual county, and Lizu has been historically influenced by 
Mandarin Chinese 

Varieties 


Yu (2009: 2) lists the following varieties of Lizu: 

■ Mianning Lizu: spoken in Lagusa Village (Lizu 

name 'wont£ h i 'lomba), He’ai (“Hoqai”) fPM Township, 

Mianning Mt 1 County, Liangshan )st|JL| Prefecture. 
Documented by Yu (2012). 

■ Kala Lizu: spoken in Kala ^JiTownship, Muli 7kJICounty, 
Liangshan Prefecture. Documented by Chirkova (2008); 
Huang and Renzeng (1991); and Dai and Huang (1992). 

■ Naiqu Lizu: spoken in Naiqu /^Village, Naiqu Township, 

Jiulong AACounty, Garze (GanzT Prefecture. 
Documented by Ikeda (2009). 


Lizu 

Native to 

China 

Native speakers 

7,000 (2008)! 1 ] 

Language 

family 

Sino-Tibetan 

■ Qiangic 

■ Ersuic 

■ Lizu 

Writing system 

Ersu Shaba 
script 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

included in ers 
(https://www.eth 
nologue.com/lan 
guage/ers) 

Glottolog 

lizul234 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/lizul2 
34) I 2 3 ] 
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